You may read either character
Characterisations:

Julie is a very quiet girl who feels thing very deeply.  She is married to Billy who treats her badly but with whom she is very much in love.

Carrie is Julie’s best friend and her complete opposite – a bit of a tomboy.  She is very outgoing and full of fun.

Carrie.  [Crossing and taking Julie by the hand.]  Hello Julie! Did you find him?

Julie.  No. [Explaining to Carrie] Billy went out with Jigger Craigin last night and he didn’t come home.

Carrie.  Jigger Craigin?
Julie.  His new friend.  He’s a sailor on that big whaler, The Nancy B.  She’s sailing tomorrow.  I’ll be so glad.

[Julie and Carrie sit on the bait box.  Julie R of Carrie]

Carrie.  Is he working yet?

Julie.  [As she sits]  No.  Cousin Nettie’s been awful kind to us, lettin us stay here with her.  

Carrie.  [Making a case out of this line.]  MR SNOW SAYS a man that can’t find work these days is JUST BONE LAZY.

Julie.  Billy don’t know any trade.  He’s only good at what he used to do …so now he jest don’t do anything.

Carrie.  Wouldn’t the Carousel woman take him back?

Julie.  I think she would, but he won’t go.  I asked him why and he won’t tell me ….   Last Monday he hit me.

Carrie.  Did you hit him back?
Julie.  No.

Carrie.  Whyn’t you leave him?

Julie.  [Very sincere]  I DON’T WANT TO.

Carrie:  I would.  I’d leave him.  Thinks, jest because he’s Billy Bigelow he can do whatever he likes.  Don’t support you! Beats you!… He’s a bad’n.

Julie.  [Catches Carrie’s hand and warmly defends him]  He ain’t WILLIN’LY bad.

Carrie [Afraid she is hurting JULIE]  Mebbe he ain’t … that night you set on the bench together he was gently then, you told me.

Julie.  Yes he was.

Carrie.  But now he’s always actin’ up.

Julie.  [To Carrie]  Not alw’ys.  Sometimes he’s gentle … even now.  [to front]  after supper, when he stands out here and listens to the music from the Carousel – somethin’ comes over him – and he’s gentle.

Carrie.  [Big sigh, completely carried away]  What’s he say?

Julie.  [Big sigh]  Nothin’.  He jest sets and gets kinda thoughtful.  Y’see he’s unhappy cause he ain’t workin’.  That’s why he hit me on Monday.

Carrie.  [comes down to earth.  Plants “snow” character]  FINE reason for hittin’ you.  BEATS his wife ‘cause he ain’t WORKIN’!  [turns head UL]
